
     

“C 
ongratulations, you have just been selected to win $10,000! All you have to do is send a 

small payment to cover shipping and processing and we’ll send you your prize!”  

This might sound too good be true -- and it likely is. Scammers often use fake prize notices 

to take advantage of optimistic victims, who provide their hard-earned money up front 

and eagerly await the arrival of prize money that never comes.  

You can protect yourself by learning how to spot the red flags of Lottery and Sweepstakes Scams.   

 

 The D.C. Lottery will  contact consumers unless they specifically enter into a 

promotional game sponsored by the D.C. Lottery. 

 

 It is  to participate in a foreign lottery, so no foreign lottery 

representatives should be contacting you for your information. 

 

 Unlike a lottery, a legitimate prize promotion should  require  purchase or payment 

of money for a consumer to participate or win.  

 

 The federal government does  oversee sweepstakes, and  federal government agency 

will contact you to ask for money in order to claim a prize. 
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